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CHAD

Chadians voted on 10 April in a presidential 

poll in which incumbent President Idriss Deby, 

who has been in power since 1990, is seeking 

re-election. The president faced 12 

challengers. The vote went on smoothly with 

no incidents reported. Chad is faced with the 

threat of attacks by Boko Haram gunmen who 

have carried out raids in the capital 

N’Djamena and in the western Lac Region.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

Several gunshots and a grenade explosion 

were heard on 4 April at a camp for the 

displaced in Bambari town, Ouaka Province. 

No casualty was reported. Tension remains 

high in the area following a previous grenade 

attack in a restaurant that injured 11 people, 

including eight humanitarians, and killed one.

DR CONGO

The Norwegian Refugee Council on 7 April 

voiced worry about the worsening 

humanitarian situation faced by communities 

in Mpati area of Nord Kivu Province in the 

wake of recent clashes. Some 30,000 people 

were forced to flee the area following fighting 

between government forces and armed 

groups on 25 and 26 March. Most had 

already been staying in camps before the 

fighting broke out. The agency, which 

suspended operations in Mpati due to 

insecurity, called for urgent access to assist 

the displaced.
.
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CONGO

Security forces on 8 April reportedly 

bombarded localities in the southern Pool 

department. It is not clear yet whether there 

were any casualties. The operation followed 

heavy gunfire that rocked Brazzaville earlier 

in the week. The authorities have blamed an 

armed group involved in the country’s civil 

war in the 1990s for the violence in the 

capital. Calm has since returned to 

Brazzaville.

MALI

President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita on 4 April 

decreed a state of emergency over the entire 

Malian territory for a period of ten days 

because of “terrorist threats,” an official 

source announced. The state of emergency 

was declared following an extraordinary 

council of ministers meeting. The previous 

state of emergency that had been in place 

since November 2015 ended on 31 March.

EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE (EVD) 

Guinea confirmed a new Ebola case on 6 

April in Macenta Prefecture. The patient, 

who had been placed on the list of high risk 

contacts, is a traditional healer who cared for 

an Ebola patient. Seven confirmed cases 

have so far been reported since the virus re-

emerged in Guinea in March. In Liberia, 

there are currently three confirmed cases, 

including the dead index case as well as her 

two sons aged two and five. In all, seven 

patients (the two children and five high-risk 

cases) are at an Ebola treatment in the 

capital Monrovia.
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